
DIRECTOR’s NOTE
blandine ripert

Six months ago, the IFP was forced to close, making the work of each of us more solitary, arduous, or 
even impossible when deprived of access to our work tools and resources or directly confronted with the 
disease. However, since July, we have been able to work together again, to resume our surveys and ob-
servations in the field. Thus, this newsletter gives pride of place to the feedback from fieldwork, but also 
to the launch of new projects that have obtained funding, which will further feed our already numerous 
research initiatives, as shown here in this attempt to represent our scientific activities.

You will see that many of the projects are aimed at enhancing our collections and archives, whether 
to collect new data, to catalogue them, to make them more accessible to researchers or to the people 
producing them, to learn how to handle them or to preserve them better. The IFP is indeed committed at 
various levels, intellectual, scientific, material and we hope soon even artistic, to develop this very rich 
field in which much remains to be done. More concretely, in the coming weeks we will be moving the 
160,000 photos of the photo library founded in 1956, in order to preserve in much better conditions these 
fragile memories of the past. This will be accompanied by an effort begun several years ago to put part of 
our images and previous documents online, with the support of the Bibliothéque Nationale, with which 
the IFP has just signed an agreement as part of the “Savoirs partagés France-Inde” project, support from 
the CNRS with INIST and also of the British Library as part of the numerous Endangered Archives Proj-
ects. These efforts will continue in the years to come, as the immeasurable value of these collections 
promises rich collaborations.
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LAUNCH OF NEW PROJECTS: Documenting 
Chettiar Mercantile Account Keeping 
Practices in 19th-20th century South 
India 

Project funded by Endangered Archives Pro-
gramme (EAP 1309), British Library

The Chettiar Mercantile archive is valuable to 
understand the nature of pedagogic training in 
elementary arithmetic skills and how it actually 
transformed into the context of work, at the desk 
of the accountant. Also, the relationship between 
accounting virtuosity and computational prowess 
embedded in the history of mercantile trading 
households, which resulted in the cultural hege-
mony of an entire community known as computa-
tionally sharp and financially prudent.  

The two-year EAP 1309 project funded by the Brit-
ish Library will digitize the unique family archive 
located in Kottaiyur village, Karaikudi town, Siva-
gangai District in the state of Tamil Nadu, which is 
like the biography of the computational practices 
of a business household, which will connect the 

school to the accountant’s desk to the commodi-
ties, ships, sea and foreign landscapes.

The materials to be digitized are from the late 
nineteenth century to the 1940s. Palm leaf man-
uscripts amounting to about thirty percent of the 
corpus date to the late nineteenth century and ear-
ly 20th century. Printed and handwritten accounts 
on paper amount to the rest of the archive which 
date to the first five decades of the twentieth 
century (The earliest one on paper dated to 1918). 
Most materials in Tamil are written using conjunct 
Tamil script and numeral notation unique to the 
Chettiar accounting practice.

Under the supervision of Dr. Senthil Babu of the 
Dept. of Social Sciences, the project is coordinated 
by Dr. Prakash Venkatesan as Principal Investigator 
and managed by Gopinath Sricandane.

For Further Information, please send an email to 
gopinath.s@ifpindia.org
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LAUNCH OF NEW PROJECTS: Manuscript Book 
Culture in Kerala: Preserving the Fragile 
Heritage of the Hindu Monastic Institu-
tions of Thrissur (EAP Major 1304)

With the aim of studying manuscript book culture 
in early modern Kerala, a team of scholars led by 
H. David (Indology Department, French Institute of 
Pondicherry / EFEO), S.A.S. Sarma (EFEO, Pondi-
cherry) and C.M. Neelakandhan (formerly SSSU, 
Kalady) is engaged since September 1st in a proj-
ect of inventory and digitisation of the manuscript 
collection kept in the Hindu monastic institutions 
of Thrissur (Central Kerala). With the generous 
support of Arcadia and the British Library (En-
dangered Archives Programme, Major Project no. 
1304), 

four research scholars and two photogra
phers will investigate over the next twenty-four 
months this important collection of a thou-
sand-odd manuscripts preserved in the Vadakke 
Madham Brahmaswam (Vedic Research Centre), 
an institution now mainly devoted to the tradi-
tional teaching of the Vedas to young children. 
The collection is drawn from the former libraries 
of the four monasteries (Sk. maṭha; Mal. madham) 
belonging to the order of Śaṅkara of the city of 
Thrissur, one the main Hindu religious centres of 
Kerala. All works are written on palm-leaves, using 
the traditional technique of incision followed by 
inking, in Malayalam or Grantha script, and trans-
mit works either in Sanskrit or in Malayalam, the 
vernacular language currently in use in that part of 
the sub-continent. Subjects covered are extreme-
ly varied, from philosophy and Vedic exegesis to 
works of grammar, medicine or rituals specific to 

the Thrissur monastic traditions. The main aims of 
the project include, first of all, the preservation – 
physical as well as digital – of the manuscripts and 
the documentation of the collection, in the form of 
a descriptive catalogue. This unavoidable if ardu-
ous basic work will then form the basis for a sys-
tematic investigation of what was presumably one 
of the major intellectual centres of South-Western 
India in the 18th-early 20th century, in the per-
spective of a history of early modern manuscript 
book cultures.

Rinni K. Jayan, photographer, digitising a manu-
script bundle, Thrissur, Kerala

Dr M.S. Sreeja cataloguing a manuscript, Thrissur, Kerala

Overview of the Thrissur monastic complex
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Overview of the Thrissur monastic complex
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LAUNCH OF NEW PROJECTS: BUILDING A COM-
MUNITY ARCHIVES FOR ALTERNATIVE FISHER 
HISTORIES

This archive project is a collaborative effort of 
the New York University Shanghai, China and the 
French Institute of Pondicherry (IFP), India. The 
idea behind this collaboration is to build a digital 
archive to document the changes, both historical 
and contemporary, that are happening in the lives 
of fishers and the coastal environment. Broadly, it 
is part of the ongoing research work on the coast 
by the Department of Social Sciences of the IFP.
There are four themes in this project: disaster 
memories, women’s labour, coastal engineering, 
and coastal industrialization. In the first phase, we 
are working with fishers from three fishing villages 

and a harbour in the Cuddalore/Coromandel coast 
of Tamil Nadu – Pudukuppam, Pudupettai, MGR 
Thittu and Annankoil harbour. The greater focus in 
this phase is on disaster memories. 

Though disasters, both natural and manmade, 
are part and parcel of the lives of fishers, the 
tsunami of 2004 in the Indian Ocean Region was 
beyond one’s imagination. It is an unhealed scar 
in the memories of the survivors. We are collect-
ing oral narratives from the survivors to map their 
memories with disaster ruins and infrastructures 
established as part of the tsunami rehabilitation 
programmes. The uncontained aid money led to 
capital intensification both in fisheries and coastal 

development.

The impact of some of the coastal engineering and 
industrialization projects in this region has also 
been disastrous. For example, in Pudukuppam 
village, the ITPCL (IL&FS Tamilnadu Power Corpo-
ration Limited) leveled a large sand dune in order 
to raise its infrastructure. During the tsunami, 
the same dune saved many locals from the killer 
waves. Now, there is no safe zone for the locals to 
escape, in case another tsunami hits this coast. 
Similarly, the company took away the traditional 
boat parking space for setting up of a water desali-
nation plant. The facility currently available, park-
ing on the creek, makes the local fishers entirely 
depend on the backhoe loader and its operator to 
enter and return from sea. The company is operat-
ing the loader as compensation.

The data collected from this project is curated in 
various ways such as photo essays and short video 
stories. We are also making pencil/watercolour 
sketches on women’s labour in the dry fish produc-
tion process. A team of researchers/technicians is 
involved in this project and they are Dr. Bhagath 
Singh A., Dr. Arunkumar P., Dr. Arunkumar A. S., Ms. 
Sangeetha Priya, Mr. Prabhakar Jayaprakash, Mr. 
Ranjithkumar G., Mr. Anthoni Guruz and Mr. Pon-
thamizhan. For more information on this project, 
please write to bhagath.singh@ifpindia.org or 
prabhakar.jp@ifpindia.org.

In Pudukuppam village, the backhoe loader takes the boat to 
the sea. 

mailto:bhagath.singh%40ifpindia.org?subject=
mailto:prabhakar.jp%40ifpindia.org?subject=
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LAUNCH OF NEW PROJECTS: Fantastic Ghats

The IFP’s departments of Ecology and of GeoSMIT 
will collaborate from September for 6 months 
with the Herbarium of Baroda in the joint project 
FANTASTIC_Ghats (Filling gAps iN daTA about 
BiodiverSiTy with NaTural HIstory Collections in 
the Western GHATS. This project is funded by the 
international organisation Global Biodiversity 

Information Facility (GBIF), which is famous for 
making scientific data on biodiversity available via 
the Internet.

The objectives are to disseminate, through the 
GBIF global data repository, the data from both 
herbaria, IFP and Baroda. The two teams will 
digitize the herbarium sheets, build harmonized 
databases and send an original dataset that will 
be described through a data paper. The IFP has re-
cruited Pradeep C. to lead the main digitizing and 

data curation work. 

This will be an occasion to establish a natural 
history collection management system which will 
help in curating and publishing our data consis-
tently. This project will bring together the most 
significant natural history collection on plants for 
the Western Ghats Biodiversity hotspot and pub-
lish it as an open data.

For more information on this project,
please write to julien.andrieu@ifpindia.org

Vernonia divergens of Asteraceae, an undershrub from Silent 
valley, one of the mega biodiversity hotspots.

Diospyros foliolosa of Ebenaceae, an evergreen and endemic 
tree from southern Western Ghats of India.

mailto:julien.andrieu%40ifpindia.org?subject=
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LAUNCH OF NEW PROJECTS: Phytoliths and 
Pollen studies for the samples from the 
Keeladi excavation site

For 1 year from 1st August 2021 

In partnership of Department of Archeology, Gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu, funding this project

This project fits in the framework of the MoU 
signed in January 2021 between the  IFP and the 
Department of Archeology, Government of Tamil 
Nadu. The aims of the project are to analyze the 
sediment samples from the ongoing Excavations 
at Keeladi, a primary site in the cluster comprising 
the Porunai River Civilization (see Fig 1 extracted 
from the report on this work tabled in the Tamil 
Nadu State Assembly in September 2021) and 
check the potential to reconstruct the past en-
vironment as well as the human imprints on the 
same using microscopic plant remains, Phytoliths 
and if possible Pollen, that are used as “proxies” of 
the plants that produced them. The project com-
menced in August with the appointment of Ms. 
Gayathri Rajendiran, as a Research Assistant in the 
Laboratory of Palynology and Paleoecology, IFP. 
Exploratory analyses to standardize the extraction 
procedure via a modified protocol for floatation 
of phytoliths at different densities of heavy liq-
uid was already started by Mr G. Orukaimani and 
reported in the last “News from the Lab” section of 
the newsletter. The past two months have focused 
on Training in Phytolith studies and preliminary 
analyses of some samples from Agaram, one of the 
cluster sites of Keeladi. The samples were chosen 
from the depths as per the advice of Dr Sivanan-
tham, Director of Excavation, in terms of the site 
formation archeology. All samples contained sub-
stantial phytoliths in terms of concentration (Phy-
tolith per gram) and diversity of phytolith mor-
photypes, particularly grasses and sedges. There 
was a marked absence of diagnostic markers of 
Dicotyledenous trees and Palm trees, except in the 
upper levels. Though preliminary, our results are 
consistent with other emerging evidences of cattle 
rearing and possibly, agriculture at the site. 

Gayathri Rajendiran had formerly interned at the 
IFP (March-May 2021) in the framework of her Mas-
ters project at Pondicherry University. 

Fig 1: Schema depicting the key Institutions (in-
cluding IFP) collaborating with the Department 
of Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu in the 
framework of a broad multidisciplinary approach 
towards reconstructing the ancient Porunai River 
Civilization.

Source: publication of the Department of Archeology, 
Government of Tamil Nadu, September 2021.
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LAUNCH OF NEW PROJECTS: Food equity & 
local food projects tamil nadu 

The new PATAMIL project (Food equity and local 
food projects, Region Centre - Tamil Nadu/Pondi-
cherry)  has been selected by the French Région 
Centre-Val de Loire to be funded for 2022-2025. 
This project addresses the issue of inequality of 
food supply. PATAMIL’s objective is to fight against 
discrepancy in the name of food democracy and 
equity by identifying concrete strategies to pro-
mote food justice. Convinced that the exchanges 
of experiences between Centre-Val de Loire and 
Tamil Nadu-Pondicherry is fruitful, PATAMIL is 
undertaking cross-operational action-research on 
4 French and 4 Indian sites (Pondicherry, Madurai, 
Rameshwaram et Jawadhi Hills) to define the con-
ditions for setting up equitable food systems. IFP’s 
team would be in charge of the Pondicherry and 
Jawadhi Hills research-action plan.

This project involves the universities of Tours and 
Orleans (CEDETE and CITERES labs) in France; the 
Universities of Madras and Pondicherry in India. 
The Institut Européen d’Histoire et des Cultures de 
l’Alimentation, Resolis would be involved, but also 
local authorities (Pays des Châteaux, 2 PAT–Terri-
torial Food Projects) and international solidarity 
actors (like CENTRAIDER, Dhan Foundation, INDP). 

IFP researchers would raise the question of the 
governance and resilience of a territorial food 
project in Pondicherry, examining the rallying of a 
citizens’ movement around food and food flows 

between production and consumption areas. The 
ambition is to organize a participatory diagnosis 
of sustainability, to analyse the (in)equity of the 
current local food system and the dissemination of 

the agro-ecological practices, but also the mo-
dalities of application of the public food security 
policy. Finally it would lead to the coordination of 
a charter of sustainable gastronomy and the struc-
turation of a sustainable food chain for a citizen’s 
eco-tourism. 

This research-action plan comes in the continuity 
of the food platform initiated by IFP in 2019 with 
an annual event, the Local Food System Festival, 
which has succeeded at the scale of the Pondicher-
ry bio-region, at putting together various actors 
around the issue of the territorial food system. 
These 5-day discussion was organised in round-ta-
bles, participatory workshops, field visits, a mar-
ket, with also IFP’s project like POLLIN funded by 
MITI-CNRS on the links between agriculture and 
pollination, have gradually created a context of 
participation of various actors favorable to the 
emergence of collaborative research project. 
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news of current projects: Descriptive 
Inventory of Telugu Manuscripts kept in 
the State- and University Library of Ham-
burg

In the framework of a large-scale project aiming 
at studying material and codicological aspects 
of South Indian manuscripts in several European 
collections (https://tst.hypotheses.org/), a team 
of scholars from Paris (CNRS), the Centre for the 
Study of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC) in Hamburg 
and the French Institute of Pondicherry (IFP) is 
now producing a detailed catalogue of the exten-
sive collection of palm-leaf manuscripts kept in the 
State and University Library of Hamburg. Written 
in a variety of Indian scripts like Telugu, Grantha, 
Malayalam and Kannada, these manuscripts cover 
all branches of traditional Sanskrit knowledge 
such as vedabhāṣya, upaniṣad, darśana, śāstra, 
purāṇa, itihāsa, dharmaśāstra, kāvya, nāṭaka, 
alaṅkāra, and stotra. The cataloguing work is be-
ing done on a digital online platform, which allows 
records to become public upon completion. S. 
Lakshminarasimham, Andhra native and Sanskrit 
scholar at the French Institute of Pondicherry, is 
currently taking responsibility for the manuscripts 
that are in Telugu script (around 175 palm-leaf 
manuscript bundles covering various topics in 

Sanskrit). The goal of this work is to prepare, in 
close collaboration with the École française d’Ex
trême-Orient (EFEO) and the University of Ham-
burg, a complete descriptive catalogue of the 
South Indian manuscript collections kept in Ham-
burg Library. This catalogue will create a scope for 
Indologists to pursue their researches on these 
manuscript collections.
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news of current projects: Social-Ecolog-
ical Dynamics in Rapid Economic develop-
ment: Infrastructure and coastal Change 
in South and Eastern Sri Lanka

The two years project « Social-Ecological Dynam-
ics in Rapid Economic development: Infrastruc-
ture and coastal Change in South and Eastern Sri 
Lanka” (SEDRIC@Sri Lanka) is at its final steps. 
Even though the pandemic situation forbade 
researchers from the IFP to go to Sri Lanka, the 
team (French, Indian, Sri Lankan) has been able to 
achieve all the planned activities:

- Set up a multidisciplinary monitoring system of 
the coastal transformation 

- Assess the main social-ecological issues caused 
by infrastructures on the coast (as a socio-ecosys-
tem)

- Train the new generation of Sri Lankan, scientists 
to interdisciplinarity and Integrated coastal man-
agement.  

IFP has been leading this project acting as a link 
between France and Sri Lanka, participating (re-
motely) to research with our Sri Lankan partners (5 
Sri Lankan Universities, a set of NGOs and gov-
ernment administrative bodies/groups and local 
stakeholders) and leading the trainings. It has also 
been an occasion for three of IFP departments, 
Social Science, Ecology and GeoSMIT, to work 
together. 

This project has been granted by the FSPI (Fonds 
de Solidarité pour les Projets Innovants) pro-
gramme under the umbrella of the French Embas-
sy of Columbo, Sri Lanka.

Wild elephant at the Bundala National Park



Screenshot of the training on Informatic applications to tree species identification
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news of current projects: IFP organised training in the frame of the SEDRIC at Sri 
Lanka project

One of the activities of the SEDRIC@SriLanka project was to train the next generation of Srilankan 
researchers to interdisciplinarity and integrated coastal management approach. Two kinds of training 
have been set up this summer. Internship of research assistants and trainings online for:

-        Methodologies in Social Science 
-        Remote sensing
-        Palynology, Phytolith studies and Paleoecology, Why study pollen grains ?
-        Informatic applications to tree species identification 
-        Prospective modeling of land cover  
-        Introduction to integrated management of coastal zones and interdisciplinarity research in biodi-
versity conservation
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status update: NEEMSIS 2 wave is now complet-
ed!

NEEMSIS (Networks, Employment, debt, Mobility 
and Skills in India Survey) is the core of our quan-
titative data. We have started this new wave in 
October 2020. It has been a difficult and slow pro-
cess to interview 600 households in time of covid 
and repeated lockdowns. While following a careful 
health protocol, combined with aid measures to 
local population, we are now proud to announce 

that NEEMSIS 2 is reaching its end! NEEMSIS is a 
socio-economic panel survey conducted in rural 
Tamil Nadu which will now have three time points: 
2010 (RUME survey), 2016-17 

and 2020-21. This new wave will be one of the first 
in-person surveys conducted in rural India in a 
post-COVID-19’s crisis. Hence, a substantial part of 
the pandemic’s short- (in the summer) and medi-
um-term (fall/winter) effects will be captured by 
our data.

Since the previous wave of the NEEMSIS survey in 
2016-17, we have improved the social networks 
module to capture additional dimensions of social 
interactions. We also have added two modules, i.e. 
a module aiming to measure the impact of covid 
on rural households and individuals as well as a 
module explicitly capturing individuals working 
conditions (exposure to physical and sanitary 
risks, distress, job satisfaction, etc.). Finally, NEEM-
SIS 2 now collects geospatial information and has 
increased sample sizes (both at household and 
individual levels).

To stay updated about our survey as well as our 
related publications and events, you can visit the 
NEEMSIS website.

Suganya, one of our enumerator, collecting data from a house-
hold in Kovalapuram (NEEMSIS team, Feb 2021)

news of current projects: ODRIS

ODRIIS (Observatory of Rural Dynamics and In- equalities in

South India) is a joint initiative by IFPand IRD. ODRIIS
analyses how structural changes in contemporary South
India are reshaping the organisation of work, social
hierarchies and household livelihoods using both
quantitative andqualitative first-hand data collection tools.

https://neemsis.hypotheses.org
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Story: How Indian Financial Infrastructure Failed during the Pandemic

In November 2019, the Observatory on Rural Dynamics and Inequalities in South India, IFP, in collabo-
ration with Royal Holloway, University of London and various partners in India and Cambodia, started 
the research project Depleted by Debt? Focusing on a gendered lens on climate resilience, credit and 
nutrition in translocal Cambodia and South-India. Based on in-depth interviews with 60 male and female 
villagers in three Tamil villages, IFP researchers documented the consequences of the pandemic and the 
lockdown on local livelihoods and how financial infrastructures have strengthened or weakened them. 
The first results have just been published and highlight the failure of financial infrastructures to deliver 
on their promises. On the side of digital payments, which are supposed to facilitate the delivery of cash 
transfers, improve transparency and thus promote citizenship, the field evidence shows that digital 
finance is facing many dysfunctions and is missing its target. As for self-help credit groups, which are 
supposed to help the poor, through women, to cope better with the uncertainties of everyday life, field 
evidence shows that it is unfortunately the richest (and the upper castes) who benefit. The pandemic and 
the lockdown reveal the burden of chronic debt, both by the private providers that have flourished over 
the past decade in the countryside and by informal debts, including ceremonial debts between peers. In 
times of crisis, rather than a tool of resilience, credit - and its other side, debt - turns out to be primarily a 
tool of dispossession. 

References

Guérin, I., Guermond, V., Joseph, N., Natarajan, N., & Venkatasubramanian, G. (2021). ‘COVID-19 and the Un-
equalizing Infrastructures of Financial Inclusion in Tamil Nadu’, Development and Change. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1111/dech.12674

Guérin, I., Joseph, N., & Venkatasubramanian, G. (2021). ‘How Indian Financial Infrastructure Failed during the 
Pandemic’. The Wire.

Contact: isabelle.guerin@ird.fr; venkat@ifpindia.org; nithyamariajoseph@gmail.com

Women queuing in front of a bank branch to collect their NREGA work cash payment from 
their bank account (I. Guérin, August 2021). 

https://odriis.hypotheses.org/who-we-are#observatory
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FT003197%2F1
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FT003197%2F1
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12674 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12674 
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news of current projects: IFP’s informat-
ics applications overview

IFP’s informatics as part of the GeoSMIT de-
partment has long been involved in developing 
software applications which has allowed IFP to 
valorise its scientific research results in various 
departments. Apart from valorising, IFP also has 
developed prototype applications based on new 
ideas using emerging technologies on web and 
mobile platforms. It has produced static CD-Rom/
DVD-Rom based products in the 2000s, slowly 
moving towards web-based applications and more 
recently into developing mobile applications. 
One primary area is the biodiversity informatics 
program in which it has developed multi-entry, 
graphic driven species identification systems 
for identifying tree species of Western Ghats as 
both web [1] and mobile application [2], a mobile 
application to identify mangroves species [3], a 
web application to identify pollen grains [4] and 
more recently as part of the SEDRIC project it has 
deployed a Srilankan Tree ID web application [5]. 
A mobile app based on the physical heritage of 
Pondicherry has been developed for public con-
sumption [6]. It has also developed and deployed 
information systems for managing collections such 
as the palm leaf manuscripts [7] and the photo-
theque collections which are used to curate collec-
tions data. A recent grant from Global Biodiversity 
Information Facility’s (GBIF) BIFA program will help 
in curating our historical herbarium collections 
data from Western Ghats, in partnership with MS 
University, Baroda. 

IFP has also been playing an active role in building 
large scale information systems for biodiversity 
and tropical weeds such as the India Biodiversity 
Portal [8] and the Wiktrop portal [9], which bring 
together spatial, species and citizen science data 
together to inform policy and practice. As work in 
progress, IFP continues to actively test and de-
velop information systems for monitoring coastal 
ecosystems and a historical atlas for South India, 
capitalising on the fast-paced development of data 
visualisations and web based spatial technologies. 
The arrival of a new geomatics engineer as Volo-
ntaire International at the GeoSMIT department 
soon will help strengthen these efforts in spatial 
data analysis and visualisations for research.  

[1] https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/bio-
tik/
[2] https://play.google.com/store/apps/de-
tails?id=com.ifp.biotik
[3] https://play.google.com/store/apps/de-
tails?id=com.ifp.mangroves
[4] https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/pol-
len/
[5] https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/slbi-
otik/
[6] https://play.google.com/store/apps/de-
tails?id=com.ifp.pondicherry
[7] https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/
manuscripts/
[8] https://indiabiodiversity.org/
[9] https://portal.wiktrop.org/

https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/biotik/ 
https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/biotik/ 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ifp.biotik
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ifp.biotik
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ifp.mangroves
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ifp.mangroves
https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/pollen/
https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/pollen/
https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/slbiotik/
https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/slbiotik/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ifp.pondicherry
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ifp.pondicherry
https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/manuscripts/
https://www.ifpindia.org/digitaldb/online/manuscripts/
https://indiabiodiversity.org/
 https://portal.wiktrop.org/
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news of current projects: PHOTOWALK - An 
urban exploration of the fishing villages 
of Kuruchikuppam and Vaithikuppam

Context

The Urban Exploration Photowalk of the fishing 
villages of Kuruchikuppam-Vaithikuppam is con-
ceptualised as a community engagement activity 
under the project RUSE (Urban and Socio-Eco-
logical Resilience of Pondicherry Bioregion, IFP/
AFD) currently ongoing within the Social Sciences 
Department of the IFP.

One component of this project aims to study how, 
along with climatic and morphological processes 
which erodes the seashore, both speculative urban 
development and government policies that are 
rapidly transforming the physical, ecological, and 
social character of coastal communities in Pondi-
cherry. Our study is driven by the understanding 
that fishing communities that have long been the 
primary inhabitants of the coast and depend on it 
for their livelihoods will be most affected by these 
transformations.

Amidst decades of government policies, most 
recently Smart City Pondicherry intends to extend 
the existing Beach Promenade north from the Old 
Distillery through Kuruchikuppam and Vaithikup-
pam (approx. 1km), and south from the Old Port 
through the fishing village of Dubrayapet (approx. 
0.9km). What impact will these projects have on 
the existing urban fabric, residents, and ability of 
the fisher community to pursue their livelihood?

The objective of our Urban Exploration Photowalk 

was to record and document the existing but fast 
changing social, economic and physical character 
of this community and neighbourhood.

Expected Outcomes

The community mapping and documentation 
begun during this event will continue under the 
RUSE project. This project expected to last over 
the upcoming six months hopes to produce a 
comprehensive understanding of the coastal fisher 
communities of Pondicherry and their relation to 
a fast-changing urban space and economy. The 
outputs of the event and the long-term study are 
envisaged to be handed over as a document for 
use by the community.

Facilitators

Alessandra Silver, Photographer, Inlight Media 
Auroville
Devangi Ramakrishnan, Urban Designer, IFP
Ignatius Prabhakar, Anthropologist, IFP
Nicolas Bautès, Urban Geographer, IFP
Local elders from the community, Kuruchikuppam 
– Vaithikuppam
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news of current projects: Recycling in 
the “Urban Mine”, an interdisciplinary 
research on recovery of lead batteries 

“Alter-Systems” project funded by the MITI CNRS
By 2050, two-thirds of the world’s population 
growth will be living in cities, therefore increasing 
the pressure on resources by transforming the 
metabolism of urban areas. It is therefore neces-
sary to rethink the urban ecosystem to prepare for 
these transformations.  The research, funded by 
the MITI-CNRS, has focused mainly on the social 
and technological issues of the return of urban 
waste, through the alternative of recycling in what 
is known as the “urban mine” that could be recov-
ered to help reduce the pressure on raw resources. 
Research focuses on artisanal and industrial recy-
cling processes, which take place on the outskirts 
of cities.

 With a focus on the emblematic case of the bat-
tery and its lead component, several interdisci-
plinary missions, mainly in Uttar Pradesh (last one 
was February-March 2021; next one is planned for 
November 2021) are combining the expertise of a 
mathematician (to model the flows of materials), 
a chemical engineer (to decipher transformation 
processes), an anthropologist (to describe the 

operating chains at work), a political scientist (to 
analyze political processes around the regulation 
of recycling ), and a geographer (to understand 
the importance of socio-spatial factors in the 
localization of the industries). One of the outputs 
of this on-going research is that, far from being a 
panacea, recycling nevertheless makes it possible 
to optimize metabolic urban flows while being a 
source of socio-economic development. But it has 
to be regulated efficiently, without which the en-
vironmental impacts in terms of air, soil and water 
pollution exceed a priori the expected benefits

More more information contact remi.debercegol@
gmail.com

Manual dismantling of used batteries during the day before the melting of the lead recov-
ered during the night. Source: Moradabad district, Rémi de Bercegol, 1st March 2021.

mailto:remi.debercegol%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:remi.debercegol%40gmail.com?subject=
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news of current projects: Salt Work: 
Landscape, Labour and Market in the Cor-
amandel Coast

Coastal salt production in India has been primar-
ily artisanal involving intense manual labour and 
traditional techniques supporting the livelihood 
of thousands of salt workers in the south Indian 
coastal landscape. The colonial state assumed 
control over salt lands and institutionalized a sys-
tem of land tenure through periodically renewable 
leases to small scale salt farmers. This system con-
tinues and the Government of India  owns about 
five lakh acres of salt lands in the country, of which 
only about ten percent probably is utilized for 
active salt production, monitored by the centrally 
managed Salt Department.

In independent India, increasing demand for both 
industrial and edible salt pushed the boundaries 
of salt lands in the coasts, while conditions of work 
and labour process remaining unchanged. Salt 
workers continue to live as one of the most mar-
ginalized section of workers in the country today, 
even though salt work falls under the purview of 
the Factories Act, which constitutionally stipulates 
guaranteed entitlements, as is applicable to orga-
nized sector workers in the country. 

In this new initiative, we will study contemporary 
salt work in the state of Tamil Nadu at the three 
sites of Tuticorin, Vedaranyam (District Nagapat-
tinam) and Marakkanam (Distrct Viluppuram). We 
will focus on the labour process and living condi-
tions of salt workers in these locations in relation 
to changing nature of supply chains in salt and the 
persistent conditions of monopoly in salt trade 
which affect the small scale salt farmers. The study 
will result in the preparation of an essay on the 
conditions of salt work in the state. It will benefit 
from the contribution of Arularasan G., who is a 
graduate of Anthropology in Pondicherry Univer-
sity and will be coordinated by Senthil Babu from 
the Department of Social Sciences at the IFP, as 
part of its ongoing research axis, Nature Knowl-
edge and Labour. 

For further information, please contact senthil.
babu@ifpindia.org

Salt Worker in Marakkanam, Viluppuram District, Tamil Nadu

mailto:senthil.babu%40ifpindia.org?subject=
mailto:senthil.babu%40ifpindia.org?subject=
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news of current projects: Predicaments 
of a Delta: Water, Crop and Labour in the 
Kaveri Delta under a climate adaptation 
programme

With the intensification of a multiple crises in the 
deltaic ecosystems around the world, the south 
eastern Kaveri Delta in India is not alone in suf-
fering the consequences of this phenomenon. 
Increasing share of wastelands, large scale migra-
tion, rapidly increasing salinity, tremendous loss 
of sediment in its river basins and canal irrigated 
areas, growing conflicts and contentions over the 
vulnerable resources of the coastal delta are just a 
few of the issues that the people of this delta face 
today. As part of our ongoing efforts to shape a 
programme in the Nature, Knowledge and Labour 
in Coasts and Deltas in the Department of Social 
Sciences at the IFP, we have been studying the fast 
changing relationship between moving waters, 
crops and labour in this landscape. 

In this context, we shall be studying the impact 
of an about to be completed project called the 
Climate Adaptation of the Vennar Sub Basin in 
Cauvery Delta with an objective to “protect coast-
al districts from cyclones and flooding that is 
being made worse by climate change’. We will be 
studying the consequences of the rehabilitation of 
existing canal infrastructure with respect to water 
access and cropping along the six minor rivers in 
the project area which promised to adapt about 
235 kms of waterways. We will also focus on the 
issue of growing salinity in the coastal delta in re

lation to the promise of public engineering works 
to mitigate it and how a set of emergent issues 
confront the people of this landscape, especially 
among the marginal sections dependent on the 
coastal wetlands which are a striking feature of 
this landscape. 

The study will benefit from the contributions 
of a multidisciplinary team of scholars. Neha 
Khandekar, a trained hydrologist pursuing her PhD 
at ATREE, Bangalore; Sahitya Venkatesan, doctoral 
scholar of Geography at Rutgers University and an 
affiliated scholar at the IFP, Prabhakar KB and R. 
Shibi Nandan, both students of media studies from 
the Pondicherry University, Aditya Ramesh, envi-
ronmental historian at the University of Manches-
ter shall actively contribute to this project. We plan 
on producing an essay and a photo-story based on 
field work to be held in the next four months. 

For further information, please contact senthil.
babu@ifp.org

mailto:senthil.babu%40ifp.org%0D?subject=
mailto:senthil.babu%40ifp.org%0D?subject=
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LAUNCH OF NEW PROJECTS: Gender asymme-
try in the transmission of Odissi dance in 
India - a case study

Barbara Curda, with a post-doc Marie Curie’s fel-
lowship, is launching her Gatrodi project, which is 
an anthropological study of the practices of Odissi 
dance in India, considered by the Indian govern-
ment to be the classical dance from the State of 
Odisha. Though the dance is practiced by male 
and female individuals from diverse geographical 
locations and status groups, it is generally male 
practitioners from rural areas of Odisha who are 
recognised as its legitimate transmitters. The 
women, who generally belong to urban back-
grounds, are considered to be the performers of 
the dance. However, while they do not obtain the 
same recognition as the men, some women are 
actually transmitting Odissi. But then, how does 
their teaching differ from that of the men?

In order to shed light on this question, the study 
will investigate the modalities of transmission of 
female practitioners in Odissi in India. The meth-
ods of inquiry will consist primarily of observation, 
and also of video and audio recordings of training 
situations and interviews. These will be under-
taken in selective dance schools in Bhubaneswar, 
capital city of Odisha, and in a metropolitan city of 
India as well.

Through the above mentioned methodological 

tools, Gatrodi will produce a detailed ethnographic 
account of the teaching modalities of the women 
participating in the study. This shall clarify which 
methods, be they verbal or non verbal, they imple-
ment while transmitting the dance. Consequently, 
it will be possible to assess which processes are at 
work in these situations, and how they are related 
to the social order that prevails in Odissi dance 
networks. The teaching activities of the women 
will further be compared to those of the men. In 
this way, Gatrodi will shed light on the dynamics 
of transmission of Odissi and the processes of 
legitimisation of its methods, thereby document-
ing how, beyond the particular case that is being 
studied, body practice and social life are intercon-
nected.

This project has received funding from the Europe-
an Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under the Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
grant agreement No 101033051 for 3 years, with 
the partnership of Université Clermont Auvergne 
and IFP, where Barbara Curda will be posted for 
two years.
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Report from the field: Excavation of the 
cave of the Old Lady Spider in Ladhak

Watch the first trailer on the cave

A cave of tales by Quentin Devers

There once was a monster called Abi Srinjamo, the 
Old Lady Spider. Her den was inside a deep cave, 
whose floor was covered with human bones. The 
giant beast used to wander the mountain day and 
night, eating any person she would encounter, and 
spitting out their skeletons inside the cave. One 
day, the Tibetan hero Kesar came to know about 
the monster. He decided to go on a chase, tracking 
her tirelessly in the mountain. When he finally saw 
her, he took his legendary bow, fearlessly aimed 
at the creature, and killed her in one swift blow, 
forever freeing the people from the wrath of the 
Old Lady Spider.

The project

The cave is located in the area of Kargil, at about 
4000m above sea level. It is composed of several 
rooms connected by tunnels. From the second 
room onward, the floor is covered with bones. The 
cave was discovered in 2015, during the surveys I 
conducted for a  heritage listing volume in collabo-
ration with INTACH. Following this find, a research 
project was set up with Pr. Veena Mushrif-Tripathy 
(Deccan College Post-Graduate & Research Insti-
tute, Pune). The purpose is to understand why 
these skeletons are in this cave.

An excavation was conducted in August 2021. The 
way to the cave represents an hour of trekking 
every day to access it. The remains of about sixty 
individuals used to be found, from all age groups 
(infants, children, adolescents, adults, elderly 
adults) and from both genders. From the ceramics 
uncovered and the state of conservation of the 
bones, it may be estimated that the remains are 
from before the 10th century CE — their exact age 
is yet to be properly assessed by radiocarbon dat-
ing. One of the preliminary observations conduct-
ed by Pr. Veena Mushrif-Tripathy is that the bones 
belonging to female subjects present more wear 
and tear than those from their male counterparts. 
This suggests a type of society where women prob-
ably carried out the more physically intense tasks.
The detailed study of the bones is now underway 
at the Deccan College. A series of analyses need 
to  be conducted: ancient DNA analysis in part-
nership with Pr. David Reich (Harvard university), 
radiocarbon dating, pathological analysis of tissue 
remains, dental analysis, etc.

For more information contact quentin.devers@
ifpindia.org

Examples of bones inside the cave

Team at the cave. From left to right:
Front: Saurabh Singh, Sumeet Sunil

Back: Ashiq Hussain, Sonam Dolma, Sadiq Ali, Veena 
Mushrif-Tripathy, Quentin Devers

mailto:https://youtu.be/Ppz_EGRgrfE?subject=
mailto:quentin.devers%40ifpindia.org?subject=
mailto:quentin.devers%40ifpindia.org?subject=
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Report from the field: FIELDWORK AT THE HILLS of Biligiri Ranganathaswamy Temple Tiger 
Reserve

Ayushi Kurian, IFP Junior Research Fellow

The unsustainable consumption of biodiversity is continuously intensifying and it has become difficult to 
monitor and access biodiversity using only the field data. Recent advancement of remote sensing tech-
nology with the advanced sensors and data products provide us an opportunity to characterize biodiver-
sity in forest communities much precisely to achieve the Aichi targets. However, these methods require 
biodiversity sampling data from field with precise geolocation on diverse scales (both spatial and tem-
poral). Hence, the project “Biodiversity Characterisation at Community level in India using Earth Obser-
vation Data ‘’ is targeted in developing an Earth Observation based strategy for monitoring biodiversity 
at the community level in India. The approach is to develop a description of vegetation composition, 
structure and function from remote sensing and field studies. As a part of the project, me and Naveen 
Babu conducted 75-days field work (1 April - 15 June, 2021) at BRT Tiger Reserve, a living bridge between 
the Eastern and the Western Ghats, to identify and establish ten permanent 1 ha plots. All trees ≥ 30 cm 
GBH (girth at breast height) were identified, tagged and measured during the fieldwork. This was pre-
ceded by the establishment of 100,0.1 ha(31.63mx31.63m) plots earlier in the previous year. These plots 
are distributed across different elevation gradients which can provide a documentation of the wide floral 
diversity that the area harbors. Apart from the wide floral diversity present, the forest of BRTTR is also 
home to a wide range of animals, from the majestic Tiger, Bear to the Indian Gaur, which we encountered 
during our fieldwork days without any serious issues.

Plot laying using TruPulse 360R in Biligiriran-
ganathaswamy Temple Tiger Reserve (Naveen 
Babu and Ayushi)

Leopard sighting while laying plots in deciduous forest 
of Biligiriranganathaswamy Temple Tiger Reserve 
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Report from the field: 93 days into the 
wild

Vincy K Wilson, Research scholar
Department of Ecology

As part of my Ph.D. research, I had to make the 
abrupt transition from the chaos of city life to the 
tranquillity of the woods. The solo journey started 
at the onset of summer, which is regarded as the 
best time to start the fieldwork in a wet evergreen 
forest. Uppanagala is a small village with only 22 
families in the Dakshina Kannada district of Kar-
nataka, adjacent to the forest. The village people’s 
compassion and warmth shone through from the 
moment they greeted me at the railway station to 
the unique delicacy they served. The field trip was 
an amalgamation of exploring the forest, learning 
about a new culture, and interacting with people 
of all ages. A six-year-old girl - Ganavi, was my 
Kannada language teacher. Because they were 
combining three different languages, namely 
Kannada, Thulu, and Arebhashe, it was necessary 
to learn any of them in order to easily execute the 
work and reduce the communication gap. Despite 
the fact that there were signal connectivity issues 
in that area, my senior colleagues set up all of the 
working facilities and inquired about my health on 
a regular basis.

Every day walk of 4-12 km back and forth gifted 
me some beautiful sights of elephants, monkeys, 
sambar deer, malabar giant squirrel, tortoise, owl, 
grey hornbill, malabar tree nymph, gliding lizard, 
and different species of snakes (mostly vipers). 
The individuals of Dipterocarpaceae dominate the 
forest. During the field, the difficult terrain, steep 
slopes, and precocious precipitation posed some 
difficulties. However, with the assistance of two 
experienced field personnel, Mr. Obayya and Mr. 
Manoj, I was able to manage the situation. During 
the fieldwork, 1) alive/dead and newly recruited 
trees of stems greater than or equal to 30 cm girth 
at breast height were enumerated in six 1ha plots 
(originally was established in 2010); 2) sapling 
regeneration and woody climbers were also inven-
toried. 

The white fluted trunk of Drypetes elata, smooth 
black bark of Diospyros sylvatica, beautiful but-
tresses of Syzygium gardneri, stilt roots of Myristi-
ca malabarica and Myristica dactyloides, stripes on 

the Pajanelia longifolia, the long columnar trunk of 
Vateria indica and Dipterocarpus indicus opened 
the door to the world of identifying species from 
the vegetative characters. Highly disturbed, low 
elevation plots were dominated by secondary spe-
cies like Terminalia paniculata, Archidendron mon-
adelphum, Aporosa lindleyana, and shrub layer by 
Psychotria nigra. Whereas high elevation plots are 
occupied mainly by emergent species like Vateria 
indica and Dipterocarpus indicus. The most inter-
esting part of the mission was measuring the girth 
of giant trees, which came to around 5m gbh for, 
e.g., Lophopetalum wightianum, Syzygium gard-
neri, Vateria indica, and Dipterocarpus indicus. 
In April, three more team members joined the mis-
sion. Only because of the wise decision to go to the 
field in March (before lockdown) I could complete 
the majority of fieldwork. Lockdown in Karnataka 
made us unable to go back to our working place. 
But because of the sincere effort from the IFP staff, 
we were able to get back to Pondicherry by the 
beginning of June.



Report from the field: Pedagogic Prac-
tices in Coastal Islamic Communities in 
south India

The Indian coast has had a significant place over 
a millennium in matters of trade, fiscal networks, 
labour circulation supporting a variety of occu-
pations. The coastal Islamic settlements in south 
India are a living embodiment of this history. What 
began as trading settlements became vibrant 
communities of related kin who shared occupa-
tion, language, education and religion creating a 
habitus. The contribution of these communities 
to trade, education, culture, political and literary 
participation in the history of south India requires 
more scholarly attention. 

One of the objectives of our programme in the 
social history of vernacular mathematical practic-
es in south India is to identify and collate archival 
sources on the pedagogic practices of institutions 
in precolonial south India. Our focus thus far was 
confined to the Tamil tinnai schools where we col-
lected its primers in letters and numbers in order 
to reconstruct its pedagogic practices, especially 

in the teaching of arithmetic. We aim to carry 
forward our work to the widely prevalent madra-
sas during the precolonial and colonial periods as 
well. 

As part of this effort, we have listed some of the 
most important centers of Islamic learning in the 
Tamil coast and visited them, interviewing teach-
er practitioners and documenting the nature of 
pedagogic texts in these institutions. The objective 
is to create a public archive of these sources and to 
write a social history of madrasa arithmetic teach-
ing with respect to the occupational practices of 
these communities, known for their trade and 
accounting practices. 

During our field visits to few of these institutions 
and conversations with experienced teachers, 

scholars and students, we learned how Islam 
prioritizes the seeking of knowledge. Madrasas in 
general instruct a minimum of 16 disciplines in a 
style of sequential learning. The texts are usually 
written and instructed in Arabic. The learning at 
Madrasas relies heavily on an oral tradition and 
notes handed down by teachers. The concepts 
learned are usually explained using stories or 
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Students in Mahalara Arabic College, Kayalpattinam, Tuticorin District, Tamil Nadu



OCTOBER 2021 PAGE | 24

fables that refer to the Quran and incidents in 
the life of Prophet Muhammad. As a recent book 
points out, ‘Muslims from across linguistically and 
culturally diverse regions shared inscribed texts 
as well as oral sources, poetics and genres derived 
from or inspired by Arabic models.’1 A culture of 
honouring the teaching lineage can be found in 
the personal kitaabs where notes are written with 
reference to the previous line of teachers in the 
tradition using the phrase ‘Al sheen’. Madrasas 
don’t have a homogenous curriculum across the 
state but the practice of referring to the tradition 
of the teaching lineage adds credibility to what is 
taught in the teaching learning continuum. The 
teaching of arithmetic and advanced mathematics 
are integral to the Madrasa pedagogy. The func-
tional orientation to the teaching of mathematics 
in these institutions are ascribed to their relevance 
in realms of accounting, book keeping, in calcu-
lating the coordinates for worship and division of 
property. 

As a beginning, in this field work, we visited 
Madrasas in Madurai, Kayalpattinam, which is 
a renowned port city and the southern town of 
Thuckalay in Kanyakumari district. We also had 

interesting exchange with the representatives of 
the Anjuvannam (weavers and merchants) com-
munity known for their trade relations with Bur-
ma, much alike the Chettiyars of Karaikkudi. We 
also met the Fakirs of Sakkimangalam, Madurai to 
understand the orality of mas-ala literature, which 
consists of riddles.  The team included Boopathy-
raj S., a recent graduate of Tamil Literature from 
Pondicherry University and Rukma Anil, who just 
completed her Masters in English Literature from 
Christ University, Bangalore. Together, they plan 
on continuing the documentation and interviews 
covering several institutions and individuals and 
hope to develop a research proposal in this field of 
studies. 

For further information, please write to: boopathy-
raj.s@ifpindia.org and rugianil94@gmail.com

despite the peak monsoon period and pandem-
ic situation. The study is funded by ICFRE and 
MOEF&CC, Government of India.
Participants of the mission: Ayyappan, N. 
Barathan, N. Debabrata Behera, Devika, Menon, 
Gopal, T., Obaya Gowda, Manoj Gowda

A page from the text, Khulāsat al-hisāb in the Mahalara Arabic College, Kayalpattinam, Tuticorin District, Tamil Nadu

mailto:boopathyraj.s%40ifpindia.org?subject=
mailto:boopathyraj.s%40ifpindia.org?subject=
mailto:rugianil94%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
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Report from the field: Field work cam-
paigns for monitoring Forest biodiversi-
ty, phenology and climate in the Western 
Ghats

Ecological monitoring of biodiversity and phenol-
ogy with respect to climate is a prerequisite for 
sustenance of biodiversity and human existence 
on the Earth. Since 1990, the Department of Ecol-
ogy, IFP has been monitoring 3600 trees for their 
growth, mortality and recruitment in a sample 
of 5.07 ha in the low elevation dipterocarp forest 
in the Uppangala, Western Ghats. This sampling 
area has been increased to 10 ha area in 2014-15. 
We organised a two month long field campaign 
(13 April - 02 June) under the recently launched  
project titled “study of climate driven effects on 
Indian forests through long term monitoring” for 
inventory of trees greater than or equal to 1 cm 
diameter at breast height in the 10 ha undisturbed 
evergreen forest.  We also enumerated alive/dead 
and newly recruited trees in the sampled area. For 
phenological investigations, about 600 individuals 
representing 95 species are being monitored along 
with the climate data (temperature, humidity and 
rainfall) on a monthly basis since April 2021, 

despite the peak monsoon period and pandem-
ic situation. The study is funded by ICFRE and 
MOEF&CC, Government of India.
Participants of the mission: Ayyappan, N. 
Barathan, N. Debabrata Behera, Devika, Menon, 
Gopal, T., Obaya Gowda, Manoj Gowda

A page from the text, Khulāsat al-hisāb in the Mahalara Arabic College, Kayalpattinam, Tuticorin District, Tamil Nadu

Team @ Uppangala



From the Archives: 
Forest Mapping at the IFP

From the Archives features snippets of IFP’s history 
unearthed from the ongoing efforts to build an insti-
tutional archive at the IFP.

In early 1982 B.R. Ramesh, a young botanist from 
Karnataka, joined a team of researchers at IFP who 
were embarking on an ambitious project in collab-
oration with the Forest Departments of Karnataka, 
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu to map the forest types 
and vegetation structure of the ecologically sensi-
tive Western Ghats. B.R. Ramesh went on to work 
at the IFP for over three decades before retiring 
in 2016, and his papers, now deposited at the IFP 
Archives, provide us with a detailed look into the 
processes and everyday workings of one of the 
most significant verticals of research at the Insti-
tute. 

Forest mapping at the IFP began in the early years 
of the Institute’s establishment. Between the 
1950s and the 1970s vegetation maps were made 
for the entirety of peninsular India at 1:1,000,000 

scale, under the leadership of Pierre Legris. Re-
searchers at the IFP developed methods of vegeta-
tion cartography using ecological parameters to 

define different forest types. Jean-Pierre Pascal, 
a French researcher who took over the mapping 
work in the 1970s, turned his focus to the Western 
Ghats – a global biodiversity hotspot rich with 
endemic species, and therefore of great interest to 
biologists and conservationists – and began pre-
paring more detailed 1:250,000 scale maps of the 
region.
 
Over the next several years, with the help of Land 
Rovers owned by the Institute, the team ven-
tured deep into the forest, covering on foot areas 
that were inaccessible by road. The team used 
Forest Working Plan Maps and Survey of India 
topographic sheets loaned to them by the Forest 
Department. On these 1:50,000 scale topographic 
sheets, the team would mark their routes and the 
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 Forest map of South India
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sampling points where they stopped to gather 
data on forest type, status, floristic composition, 
etc., triangulating their locations using landmarks 
in the vicinity. The data thus gathered was brought 
back to the Institute and superimposed on sat-
ellite images to mark the forest limits. The forest 
types were colour coded, and there were different 
designs and patterns assigned to forest status.  
In the 1990s and early 2000s, Dr. Ramesh, by now 
a seasoned expert on the forests of the Western 
Ghats, extended this mapping project first un-
dertaken in Karnataka, to the forests of Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu, in collaboration with J.P. Pascal 
and Dario De Franceschi. Out of this process a set 
of comprehensive maps of the forest types and 
vegetative distribution of the Western Ghats was 
published by the French Institute. These maps, 
which have been updated since, continue to serve 
as important frames of reference for conservation 
policy as well as the changes brought about by 
climate change and anthropogenic activity in the 
region. 

Map showing progress of forest mapping project. This map, enclosed 
along with a progress report, was sent to the Principal Chief Con-

servator of Forests, Tamil Nadu Forest Department. 

Government Order granting permission for preparation of Vegetation 
Map in Tamil Nadu. Source: B.R. Ramesh Papers, IFP Archives

 Letter from the Chief Conservator of Forests, Kerala granting permission to the IFP team to under-
take Forest Mapping in Kerala. Source: B.R Ramesh Papers, IFP Archives.
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From the Archives: Developing a Training 
Programme on Archives at the IFP 

In order to develop IFP as an institutional cen-
tre for archival work it is crucial to devote effort 
towards making students and young research-
ers better aware of the intellectual promises 
and technical nuances of archiving. With this in 
mind, the Institute is embarking on a pilot three-
month Archives Training Programme. The goal 
of this training is to provide participants with an 
introduction to archives and their importance for 
social and historical research, the key intellectual 
and political debates surrounding them, and the 

technical aspects of organising, administering and 
preserving various kinds of archival collections 
(primarily paper, palm leaf and photographs).
 
The larger goal is to inculcate in young students 
an archival sensibility that combines technical 
competence with intellectual and epistemologi-
cal concerns. The emphasis will be on hands-on 
learning through practical exercises, supported by 
presentations from experts in the field and visits 
to different regional archives and repositories. Six 
volunteers, Masters students of Library Science at 
Pondicherry University, have been selected to be 
part of this training. Under the guidance of re-

searchers and staff at IFP, they will be working on 
the preservation and management of IFP’s paper 
archives and palm leaf manuscripts, printed texts 
collected by researchers as part of its ongoing pro-
grammes such as the Social History of Vernacular 
Mathematics in South India. 

This pilot initiative, we hope will infuse a peda-
gogic aspect into the life of the Institute, while 
catering to the important task of training people, 
without which building an archival collection in 
itself loses its orientation. We hope such a working 
experience for the students and scholars together 
will further the institute’s goals in becoming an 

important repository for contemporary archiving 
in South India. In the long run, this will create a 
broader archival sensibility and create a pool of in-
dividuals invested and trained in archival practices 
for the institute to draw upon.

For further information, please contact bharat.s@
ifpindia.org and gopinath.s@ifpindia.org

mailto:bharat.s%40ifpindia.org%20?subject=
mailto:bharat.s%40ifpindia.org%20?subject=
mailto:gopinath.s%40ifpindia.org%20?subject=
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MS. KEERTHANA RAVICHANDRAN is a Full Stack 
Developer and a Free Software activist, who has 
completed her degree in Computer Science Engi-
neering at Anna University. She has joined as a Re-
search Engineer at the French Institute of Pondi-
cherry to work on the project titled “The History 
of vernacular and practical mathematics in South 
Asia and Europe”. Her role involves designing and 
developing the web platform for the Historical 
Atlas with the aid of epigraphical and archaeolog-
ical sources along with improving the design and 
structure of the existing archive.

R. SHIBI NANDAN is a doctoral scholar in 
Mass Communication at Pondicherry Uni-
versity. Shibi is interested in studying and 
documenting the impact of public engineer-
ing interventions on the irrigation systems of 
deltaic landscapes such as the Cauvery with 
respect to changes in the relation between 
water, crop and labour. Through this he is 
interested in developing critical perspectives 
on development and political communication 
practices. He will be doing field work in the 
delta and participate in the making of a photo 
story as well as write an essay over the next 
months, based at the IFP’s Department of 
Social Sciences. 

ARULARASAN G has completed his Masters 
in Anthropology from Pondicherry University. 
He is an independent action researcher, cur-
rently working on the salt workers of the Cor-
omandel Coast. He will conduct field works 
and review literature related to the working 
conditions of salt pans in the sites of Marakka-
nam, Vedaranyam and Tuticorin in the state of 
Tamil Nadu over the next three months, based 
at the IFP’s Department of Social Sciences. 

GOPINATH SRICANDANE is the co-applicant and 
project manager of the project (EAP1309) under 
the Endangreed Archives Programme funded by 
the British Library. He has an M.Phil in French 
from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and 
has over the last two decades had collaborated on 
a variety of projects with several research institu-
tions. 

He is the author of the 2016 IFP publication, 
Shadows of Gods: An archives and its images. He 
is also working on a book which visually docu-
ments the Tamil landscape in juxtaposition with 
Cankam poetry dating from 3rd century B.C.E. 
Apparent in these poems are vivid descriptions 
of human emotions associated with a particular 
(geographical) landscape of Southern India. The 
visual/ photography book tries to juxtapose these 
poems with that of the contemporary landscape 
of southern India.
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SUDIPTA MUNSI, a Ph.D. student of the Interna-
tional Ph.D. program, Philological and Literary, 
Historical and Cultural Studies, Department of Lit-
erature, Languages and Cultural Heritage, Univer-
sity of Cagliari, Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy, is working 
at the Department of Indology, IFP, as a visiting 
Ph.D. student / researcher since 1st September, 
2021 and proposes to continue till 1st November, 
2021. His Ph.D. is about an improved edition, En-
glish translation, etc. and a critical historico-phil-
osophical introduction to the second half of the 
fifth chapter from the 8th century Sanskrit philo-
sophical work, Nyāyamañjarī (NM), authored by 
Bhaṭṭa Jayanta, a Nyāya philosopher of Kashmir, 
who was also equally well-versed in the philo-
sophical doctrines of Vyākaraṇa, Mīmāṃsā and 
Buddhist epistemology. In this portion of the NM, 
Jayanta deals with the nature of sentence-mean-
ing (vākyārtha) and compares and contrasts his 
own view on it with at least 8 rival theories. Mr. 
Munsi’s critical study of the text attempts to trace 
the historical development of Jayanta’s view 
against the background of the views of those rival 
schools and underline and highlight the distinct 
contribution made by Bhaṭṭa Jayanta to the intel-
lectual tradition of ancient India of the said period 
in general and the Nyāya tradition in particular. At 
the IFP, Mr. Munsi is working on the rival view of 
Prābhākara Mīmāṃsā reported in the aforesaid 
portion of NM, principally under the supervision 
of Dr. Hugo David. 

QUENTIN DEVERS carries out research in archae-
ology in Ladakh. He is a researcher at CNRS, at 
the Research centre for East Asian civilisations 
(CRCAO/UMR8155). He is posted to IFP in order to 
complete two main projects: 1) a series of vol-
umes on the archaeological heritage of Ladakh, 
2) the excavation of the funerary cave of the Old 
Lady Spider. A third side project is the creation 
of an online archive with 120,000 pictures on the 
heritage of Ladakh.

Series of volumes - These volumes are a collab-
oration with the Indian National Trust for Art 
and Cultural Heritage (INTACH). They are a doc-
umentation of the historical sites of each of the 
six sub-regions of Ladakh. Two volumes were 
released in 2018 & 2019 (on Purig & Changthang 
respectively). A third volume on Zanskar is com-
pleted and is about to be released. Finally, a 
fourth volume on Nubra is in the final stages of 
editing. These first four volumes represent about 
3,300 km of tracks covered on foot, and another 
21,000 km of driving. The last two volumes will be 
on  the regions of Sham and Zhungkor.

Excavation of the Old Lady Spider cave
The study of this funerary cave is in collabora-
tion with the Deccan College Post-Graduate and 
Research Institute (Pune). A presentation of this 
project can be seen in the section “Reports from 
the Field”.
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Bertrand Lefebvre holds a PhD in geography (University of 
Rouen, 2011). From 2004 to 2009 he was affiliated to CSH-Del-
hi (UMIFRE 20, MEAE-CNRS) as a doctoral fellow. From 2012 
to 2015 he was a post-doctoral fellow with the University of 
Rouen (IDEES UMR 6266 CNRS) while being posted with the 
Faculty of Tropical Medicine (Mahidol University, Thailand) 
to conduct fieldwork on dengue epidemics in Bangkok. Since 
2016, he has been an Associate professor of Global Health at 
EHESP School of Public Health (France) and a research asso-
ciate with ARENES-EHESP (UMR 6051 CNRS, Rennes) and with 
CEIAS-EHESS (UMR8564 CNRS, Paris). His teaching cover geo-
matics, health geography, health impact assessment, health 
policy analysis and global health. He has been actively in-
volved in the creation and the coordination of the first master 
of environmental public health in Tunisia (University of Sfax) 
and the coordination of the Environmental and Occupational 
Health Sciences track of the Europubhealth+ Master (Erasmus 
Mundus Joint Master Degree). He has been a visiting professor 
at the University of Maastricht (the Netherlands, 2019-2021). 
He has also been involved in several expert committees for 
France’s Ministry of Health and other national and regional 
agencies on issues such as health data management, healthy 
urban planning or vector control operations. 

Over the past 15 years, his research has mostly focused on 
inequalities of access to health services (hospital care) and on 
inequalities of exposure to environmental hazards (dengue, 
air pollution) in the context of large metropolitan areas in Asia 
(Delhi, Bangkok). Through mixed methods and cross-disci-
plinary research, his work look at the role public and private 
stakeholders can play in fostering better health and cleaner 
environment for all in large cities of the Global South. After 
contributing to several interdisciplinary and international 
projects on dengue (ANR project AEDESS, EU-FP7 project DEN-
FREE), he is now looking at the governance of air pollution in 
large African and Asian cities. He is joining IFP’s Department of 
Social Sciences for the coming four years as a research fellow. 
He will conduct fieldwork on the governance of air pollution 
in Delhi, Hyderabad and Poona (ANR funded project GLO-
BALSMOG, 2022-2025). He will pursue his investigations on the 
expansion of universal health insurance programs in Andhra 
Pradesh (SANAHIC project) and develop a new research proj-
ect on the resilience of Indian cities to the COVID-19 crisis.

AMUTHAVALLUVAN is a socio-cultural anthro-
pologist, who has conducted ethnographic 
studies in South Indian village caste relations 
and livelihoods for over ten years. He is currently 
engaged in POLLIN, an IFP’s multidisciplinary 
project funded by CNRS on pollinators and bee-
keeping practices in Puducherry.  He has orga-
nized focus group discussions and conducted 
interviews with tribal and gypsy communities, 
organic and non-organic farmers, government 
officials, NGOs and SHG members and across 14 
sample sites, to study climate change experienc-
es in Pondicherry. These discussions explore the 
knowledge of pollinators concerning the crop-
ping patterns and yield, observation of pollina-
tors in the field, interactions, approaches of care, 
and the problem of declining numbers in the 
context of climate change and the Green revolu-
tion technologies. His anthropological methods 
and thick descriptions bring out the subtle and 
complex interactions between pollinators, the 
environment and humans.

BARBARA CURDA has joined the Department of 
Social Sciences of the IFP on a Marie Curie Glob-
al Fellowship in August. She is working on the 
EU-funded project GATRODI - Gender asymmetry 
in the transmission of Odissi dance in India – a 
case study (see p. x).
Barbara completed her PhD in anthropology at 
the Université Blaise Pascal of Clermont-Ferrand 
(present UCA) on the practices of Odissi dance in 
India. She also holds a Master in the Sociology of 
gender. She has been conducting classes at the 
UCA for six years in Sociology, general Anthropolo-
gy and Anthropology of dance, and also taught at 
the University of Vienna in Austria. Her academic 
career follows a career as a dancer specialised in 
the practices of Odissi.

Barbara has produced analyses of the social 
dynamics in Odissi dance networks with a special 
focus on gender issues. She has been looking at 
socio-historical aspects of the development of this 
dance, and investigating everyday interactions 
of Odissi practitioners at micro-level. At the IFP’s 
department of social sciences, her research ties 
up with the topic of heritage, and Nicolas Bautès’ 
research on craft in South India. 
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MARINE AL DAHDAH is a sociologist, a CNRS fellow from the Center for studies of social movements (CEMS-
EHESS) & member of Unit 1276 “Risks, Violences, Reparation” of the French National health and medical 
research body (Inserm). After working for 8 years as a communication advisor implementing digital projects 
for public hospitals in France, she chose to dedicate her work to the same phenomenon of digitalisation, but 
from a social science perspective. Since 2013, she has been an associate researcher at Paris University (UP-
aris) and at CSH-Delhi. Her research focused on digital health in India, Ghana and Kenya. She has published 
twenty articles in international peer-reviewed journals on this topic.

She has achieved international critical recognition for the field of “Digital studies in the Global South” in 
development studies, STS and sociology, reflected by contributions to multiple international conferences, 
workshops, seminars and editorial collaborations. She is coordinating with Mathieu Quet (Ceped, IRD) the 
International Research Group “Digitization and Society in Asia and Africa” (GDRI-DiSAA)- a network of 11 
social sciences research centres in Europe, South Asia and Africa co-funded by IRD and the National research 
Foundation of South Africa- and has recently co-edited with him a special issue dedicated to this field of 
expertise in Science, Technology and Society « Technologies without Borders? The Digitization of Society in 
a Postcolonial World » 25/3, November 2020. Last year, she co-authored and published 5 articles in special-
ised media on Covid-19 digital governance in India, and is co-editing a special issue on the social impacts of 
Covid-19 for The South Asia Multidisciplinary Academic Journal (SAMAJ) with Raphael Voix (CNRS, IFP) and 
Clémence Julien (CNRS, CEIAS). She is joining IFP to develop a new project on how the Indian Ocean, histor-
ically a fulcrum of global exchange, lies at the heart of many of the challenges of global digitalisation. Com-
bining multi-sited qualitative methods and web-based textometric analysis, her project aims at unpacking 
the infrastructural and environmental challenges of a connected ocean, and exploring the major domains of 
the social impacted by this connectivity, through economic, political, and cultural dynamics and change. 

Her most recent publications :
From Ghana to India, Saving the Global South’s Mothers with a Digital Solution, M Al Dahdah, Global Policy 
12, 45-54, 2021
Ignorance et santé globale: Stratégies et acteurs de la réponse à la Covid-19 dans des pays dits des Suds, M Al 
Dahdah, JB Falisse, G Lurton, Revue d’anthropologie des connaissances, 2021.
Technodiversity and digital colonialism in pandemic times, M Al Dahdah, Revue d’Anthropologie des Con-
naissances 15 (2), 2021
Digitalizing community health: mobile phones to improve maternal health in rural India., Al Dahdah Marine 
et Kumar A., In Childbirth in South Asia: Old Paradoxes and New Challenges. Edited by Roger Jeffery and 
Clémence Julien, OUP, 2021
Between Tech and Trade, the Digital Turn in Development Policies,M Al Dahdah, M., Quet, Develop-
ment,1,2020
Smart Cards for All: Digitalisation of Universal Health Coverage in India, M Al Dahdah, RK Mishra, Science, 
Technology and Society 25 (3), 426-443, 2020
More info and access to her other publications here : http://cems.ehess.fr/index.php?4479 

http://cems.ehess.fr/index.php?4479 
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DELPHINE THIVET holds a PhD in philosophy (University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, 2008) and a PhD in 
sociology (EHESS-Paris, School of Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences, 2015).  From 2003 to 2004, she 
held a position as a Young Research Affiliate at the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO, Nor-
way) (https://www.prio.org/People/Person/?x=5149). She has been Associate Professor at the University of 
Bordeaux since 2017, teaching political sciences, sustainability transition studies, qualitative studies in social 
sciences, Indian civilization, etc., in the Department of Sociology of Bordeaux University and has been Dep-
uty Director of the Centre Émile Durkheim, Comparative Political Science and Sociology – UMR5116 (French 
National Centre for Scientific Research, Sciences Po Bordeaux and Bordeaux University) from 2019 to 2021. 
Since 2018, she has been an associate researcher at CSH-Delhi (UMIFRE 20, MEAE-CNRS).

As part of her research activities, she has been responsible for organizing a number of seminars (since 2013, 
“Reading workshop in history and rural sociology” at the EHESS, since 2021, “Bordeaux Sciences Sociales de 
l’Environnement” at the University of Bordeaux), conferences and workshops in rural and peasant studies, 
such as the panel “From Contestation to Incorporation? Global and Comparative Perspectives on the Organic 
Farming Movement (20th-21st centuries)” at the Rural History 2019 (Fourth biennial conference of the Euro-
pean Rural History Organisation (EURHO), Paris, EHESS. 

In 2014-2017, she has been engaged in a collective project research at the French National Institute for 
Agricultural Research (INRAE) funded by the French National Research Agency Projects for science (ANR) 
on the globalization of food security (SAGE), and focused on the Right to Food Campaign in India. In 2017, 
she participated in the international collective project research (ANR/DFG) « (New) political representative 
claims: a global view (France, Germany, Brazil, India, China) » (CLAIMS) at the Center for South Asian Studies 
(CEIAS) UMR8564 – CNRS/EHESS and conducted an historical and archival research on the representation of 
peasants in non-electoral and electoral politics in Bengal, 1920s-1930s. She also took part into the LIA-CNRS 
[Laboratoire associé international] 2018-2021, SPINPER – “The Social Profile of India’s National and Provin-
cial Elected Representatives (1919 – 2019)”.

She is coordinating various multidisciplinary research programmes on the transition to sustainable agricul-
ture and mitigation to climate change in agriculture (TRANSAGRINA - Trajectories of Transition in Agriculture 
in New Aquitaine, France co-funded by ADEME and Région Nouvelle-Aquitaine, TRASAD on changing working 
and health conditions in French sustainable viticulture funded by the MSA, CASEKA on Carbon sequestration 
to mitigate global climate change in Karnataka, South India, funded by the MITI-CNRS). 
Interested in comparative North-South perspective and transnational methodology her research interests 
focus on food security, sustainable agriculture and food, urban farming, green policies, both at the national 
and the international level. She has published numerous articles on sustainable agriculture, food security 
and farmers’ movements in peer reviews. She co-edited with Aurélie Cardona, Fanny Chrétien, Benoît Leroux 
and Fabrice Ripoll the book Dynamiques des agricultures biologiques (Quae/Educagri, 2014) and with An-
toine Bernard de Raymond the book Un monde sans faim. Gouverner la sécurité alimentaire (Paris, Presses 
de Sciences Po, 2021).

Since March 2019, she is taking part into Labos 1point5 (https://labos1point5.org/), a collective of members 
of the academic world studying the carbon footprint of the French public research (reflections on the levers 
of action to reduce its impact on the climate and the environment).She is joining IFP as a researcher and the 
Head of the Department of Social Sciences, her main objectives being to continue to carry out her researches 
on major social, economic, political and environmental changes affecting agriculture, food systems and food 
security in a comparative perspective and interdisciplinary approach.

New Head of Department of Social Sciences



Maurice Taieb
1935-2021
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Obituary: Maurice Taieb - 1935-2021
 
It is with great sorrow and yet wonderful memo-
ries that we present this obituary of Dr. Maurice 
Taieb, who had an association of more than two 
decades with the French Institute of Pondicherry 
(IFP) and Sharma Centre for Heritage Education 
(SCHE). Born in 1935 in Tunisia, Maurice Taieb was 
not only renowned for his enormous contributions 
in geology, but gained fame and recognition in 
the field of palaeoanthropology and archaeology. 
His discovery of a region at Hadar, Ethiopia, and 
leadership of a project that led to the discovery of 
the famous australopithecine Lucy, dating back to 
around 3 Ma, symbolised a new era of palaeoan-
thropology. His reconstruction of the geological 
context at this and many other sites gained him 
global recognition and respect. A news feature in 
Nature in 2006 written on the occasion of a scien-
tific party that he had organized, bringing together 
over 40 scientists to reflect on the place of Lucy in 
human evolution, stands testimony to his achieve-
ments at a human and scientific level. Although 
his tenure at the IFP as the Head of the Laborato-
ry of Palynology before its fusion into the larger 
Department of Ecology was a short one (February 
1999- May 2000), he initiated the long and ongoing 
collaboration between the IFP and SCHE. He in-
troduced new ways of thinking about landscapes 
based on his long expertise of understanding simi-
lar contexts in Africa, right from Pleistocene envi-
ronments in Tamil Nadu to more recent water bod-
ies around Pondicherry. He facilitated a pioneering 
study of quantitative pollen-based reconstruction 
in South Asia at  Sinnababusamuthiram, constitut-
ing the PhD of Navya Reghu. He also facilitated an 
Indo-French student exchange from the IFP with 
Dr C.N. Prabhu. He endeared himself to all the staff 
with his easy ability to bring very different people 
together and to foster better science. 

At the SCHE, meeting him was a turning point in 
our research program. At the time of his posting at 
the IFP, our (SCHE) meeting with Dr. Taieb was a 
wonderful surprise, as at that time we had no idea 
that he had accepted a post in India. His interest in 
our excavations at the site of Attirampakkam pro-
vided a vision for future plans. He recognized the 
huge potential of the site to contribute to prehisto-
ry on a global scale and was struck by its similarity 
with (what eventually turned out to be) contem-
porary sites in Africa. He visited the site several 
times, spending hours in extremely hot conditions, 

discussing with us, along with Professor Yanni 
Gunnell and the IFP team, on aspects of its sed-
imentology, stratigraphy, and palaeobotanical 
potential. He was also responsible for coordinating 
and initiating the first dating project of this site 
using palaeomagnetic and cosmogenic nuclide 
burial dating, thus uniting us with collaborators 
at CEREGE, France. It was owing to his encourage-
ment that the SCHE and IFP began a long-term 
program of collaboration in palaeobotanical and 
archaeological studies that has continued to this 
day, with workshops and projects. Following his 
departure from India, he continued to help us and 
encourage our team in many different ways, and 
expressed his wish to return some time to India. 
In addition to the research component, Maurice 
instantly befriended people from diverse social 
contexts, and despite language barriers could 
communicate with local villagers, building friend-
ships and breaking barriers.

On a personal level, he was a good friend to all 
of us, opening up his house in France, showing 
us around Marseille, and exposing us to his love 
for different varieties of coffee. He made himself 
at home whenever he stayed with many of us in 
India, and shared with our families his experiences 
of working in Africa. He passed away on July 23rd, 
2021. The colleagues at the IFP and SCHE jointly 
extended their condolences on August 4th, 2021 
in an online meeting, during which memories of 
Maurice Taieb were shared by Dr. Shanti Pappu, Dr. 
Kumar Akhilesh (SCHE), Dr. Blandine Ripert, Dr. K. 
Anupama, Mr. S. Prasad, Mr, V. Kanagalingam, Ms. 
Egile Tiroutchelvy (IFP); Dr. Yanni Gunnell (Univer-
sité Lumière, Lyon, France), Dr. Raymond Bonne-
fille, Dr. Doris Barboni, Prof. Nicolas Thouveny (all 
at CEREGE, Aix-en-Provence, France) and Dr. C.N. 
Prabhu (Director, Bihar Mausam Sewa Kendra). 
Dr. Mohamed Sahnouni (CENIEH, Burgos, Spain) 
shared a message and photographs of his academ-
ic interaction with Maurice Taieb. The meeting was 
also attended by Dr. Naama Goren-Inbar (Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem) and Mr. V.R. Pappu and 
Mrs. Rukmini Pappu, with whom he shared close 
personal relations. He leaves a gap that is hard to 
fill and we cherish his memories, his support and 
his tireless encouragement, to which we are all 
collectively grateful.



Francois Gros
1933-2021
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Obituary: Francois GROS - 1933-2021
 
Francois Edouard Stephane GROS, a native of Lyon, first and foremost a person of literature in the classi-
cal European tradition, whose rare scholarship in Tamil spanned the realms of both Classical and Con-
temporary was an extraordinary, scholarly, yet literary translator of Tamil Literature. He was a regular 
visiting scholar at the IFP from 1964 to 2015, and was a founding member of many long standing research 
programs still ongoing at the IFP, like the Grammatical Encyclopedia in Tamil, the History of architecture 
in the Cauvery Delta, the History of Devotional literature in Tamil, the Historical Atlas of South India, the 
Contemporary Tamil Culture, the Vernacular Mathematics of south India, etc. He was the former Direc-
tor of EFEO in Paris, but also Director of Studies of South Indian Philology and History at EPHE, Paris. 
When asked about him, his favorite quote was “Ma vie sans moi (My life without me)”. He is survived by 
his bequest of his rare and huge collection of books to the public and the books he wrote, most of them 
published by IFP.

few of his publications



S. Vijayarangan
1957 - 2021

We are sorry to record the demise of Mr. S. Vijayarangan, who worked as a gardener for more 
than three decades at the institute. Though he officially retired in March 2017, because of his 
dynamism and fitness, he continued at the institute on contract till his last breath. It was a 
common sight till recently finding him moving around the garden, watering, weeding, trimming, 
planting and sharing a joke. The enthusiasm shown by him in maintaining the garden and his 
overall friendliness were appreciated by everybody, and all the colleagues miss him. Someone 
mentioned at a farewell that he had the magic in his hands to cut away rapidly and produce a 
flush of colour where his scissors went near instantaneously- that’s an image most of us carry.

Healing modalities at fieldwork sites in Delhi & Tamil Nadu
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Past Event: MoSS#9 [Making of Social 
Sciences] have been organised by David 
Picherit and Raphaël Voix on the 22th 
APRIL 2021 at the French Institute of 
Pondicherry and online.

 
Dr. Lesley Branagan, anthropologist at the Uni-
versity of Leipzig, and currently at Auroville Art 
Service presented her work on “From vernacular 
to the formal: healing, ritual and modes of care in 
India.

This presentation considered the ways in which 
marginalised people craft models of care that 
stand in contrast with top-down health sector 
attempts to impose government public health 
policy, which often do not meet local needs. The 
first case study is a faith healing temple in Tamil 
Nadu that introduced psychiatric services in order 
to offer a ‘medicine-and-prayer’ healing model. 
The second is alternative strategies of care that are 
crafted by families isolated from power structures 
in a low-income neighbourhood in New Delhi. 

Short clips from Branagan’s film and audio docu-
mentation work have been played. 

Healing modalities at fieldwork sites in Delhi & Tamil Nadu

Documentary film A Life Exposed: Robyn Beeche.  Still image 
from film; Yellowman by Robyn Beeche
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Past Event
 
11th June 11 2021: “Surveying in times of pandem-
ic — The role of the Observatory of Rural Dynam-
ics and Inequalities in South India”, Cafés Covid, 
CEPED by Isabelle Guérin and Christophe Jalil 
Nordman.

This presentation outlines the role that an Ob-
servatory (namely ODRIIS) can play in times of 
pandemic: to inform on both the cyclical and 
structural consequences of the pandemic and 
containment through quantitative and qualitative 
data collected over time and long-term relation-
ships established with villagers in Tamil Nadu. Two 
main points are being articulated:

1 - a general presentation of the political economy 
of the region, its economic, social and political 
dynamics and the way in which the pandemic and 
containment exacerbate or reconfigure them;
2 - a focus on a specific issue, that of interpersonal 
networks, their transformation over time and their 
role in times of pandemic and containment.

More information
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https://odriis.hypotheses.org/who-we-are
https://www.ceped.org/evenement/enqueter-en-temps-de-pandemie-le
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Past Event: Journée d’étude Artistic Activ-
ism in India  (History, Practice, Paradigm 
and Circulation)
 
Nicolas Bautès contributed with Christine Ithur-
bide and Nicolas Nercam, in organizing a two-days 
seminar on the theme of Artistic Activism in India 
in May, on “History Practice, Paradigm and Circula-
tion”. Gathering around 20 contributors and some 
80 participants, this session will be followed by the 
publication of a special issue. 

A full description of the event and program can be 
found HERE

Past Event: CitSci India 2021 - National 
Conference on Citizen Science for Biodi-
versity

The 2nd Annual National Conference on Citi-
zen Science for Biodiversity: CitSci India 20211, 
brought together participants to discuss various 
themes such as project outcomes, success stories, 
data sharing policies, best practices as well as gaps 
and priorities in a series of invited talks, panel 
discussions and oral presentations. The CitSci 
India Conference for Biodiversity is hosted as part 
of the preparatory phase project of the National 
Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well-being 
(NMBHWB). The conference is a virtual meeting 
of various stakeholders such as practitioners of 
citizen science, researchers, educators, students, 
policy makers, and individual contributors, who 
actively engage in citizen science.

CitSci India 2020 was a starting point to bring 
together the citizen science community in India 
under one platform to share experiences, inspire 
each other and engage in discussions related to 
citizen science in India. Two prominent topics that 
surfaced during these discussions were the impor-
tance of diversity and inclusion and that of citizen 
science data. As a result, two working groups were 
formed to catalyze the development of a toolkit 
for practitioners, project proponents and the 
larger community. Members of the working group 
are experts from the CitSci community, who have 
particular interest or have written/published work 
on data or inclusivity in citizen science related to 
biodiversity.

The working group on Citizen Science Data, in 
which Balasubramanian from IFP participated, 
identified major aspects related to data on which 
project proponents should ideally have clear pro-
cedures and policies. The working group surveyed 
existing global practices and standards and de-
scribed various options that projects could adopt. 
The group has compiled a draft toolkit2 which is 
a work-in-progress and invites comments from 
all to shape it as a community document on best 
practices for citizen science data. You are most 
welcome to read and contribute!

1 - https://citsci-india.org
2 - https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lMgUh1dcBEa-
q24xuti9FdOwC4nMGnW7L/view

https://mica.u-bordeaux-montaigne.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Progr_-Artistic-Activism-India-FINAL.pdf
https://citsci-india.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lMgUh1dcBEaq24xuti9FdOwC4nMGnW7L/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lMgUh1dcBEaq24xuti9FdOwC4nMGnW7L/view


OCTOBER 2021 PAGE | 42

Past Event: Farmers/ Gardeners Training
 
As a part of the activities of the ongoing POLLIN 
project, a training program for the project partici-
pants (farmers and gardeners) was conducted on 6 
& 7 September 2021. It comprised of two parts: 
1) A forenoon session of practical hands-on 
demonstration at Merveille, the site where Lipi 
Das and the team from Project Ecolake, SAICE 
(Sri Aurobindo International Center of Education) 
have been conducting long term studies (43 years) 
on habitat building. The POLLIN training focused 
on an actual demonstration of dividing a beehive 
(Apis cerana) in a wooden box and transferring it 
into a newly designed eco-friendly “Pot-hive” (Fig 
1). This session, led by Lipi Das and Selvakumar, 
beekeeper in this project, provided a holistic view 
of beekeeping in the larger framework of creating 
sustainable habitats for bringing back native polli-
nators: how the Earth (soil) – Plants – Pollinators’ 
health forms a connected, interdependent cycle. 
2) An afternoon session, partly online, included a 
presentation of early results from the fieldwork 
and microscopy presented by Indhu Ayyanar and 
Lazar J from the ecology team, and  the interviews 
and surveys presented by Amuthavalluvan Varad-
harajan from Social Science department. It also 
provided an opportunity for feedback from the 
farmers and gardeners about their experiences 
with the bee boxes installed in their sites and in 
particular the challenges they faced. 

Transferring bees (Apis cerana) from a conventional wooden 
box-hive to and eco friendly pot-hive.
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Conference talk

- Julien Andrieu participated to the International 
workshop « Frontiers of mangroves socio-ecologi-
cal systems » – Mayotte, October.

He co-organized the session “Global pressures on 
mangroves and their communities: solutions from 
conservation and restoration” at IUCN World Con-
servation Congress - Marseille – October

- Rémi de Bercegol gave a conference talk on film 
and geography, Pléiade laboratory, the 9th April 
(online) and for “Dive In” Week, Paris Lit Up, on 5th 
June (online). 
https://www.parislitup.com/projects
https://youtu.be/Nu74VxPFTRM

- Rémi de Bercegol has contributed to the Summer 
School Training of 36 geographers in France, on 
Film making in Geography and Alternative Aca-
demic Writing, as part the working group “Images, 
Sounds and territories” of the Labex Dynamite, 
organized together with Marie Chenet (university 
Paris 1), Joel Boulier (university Paris 1) and Marie 
Redon (university Paris 13). 
http://labex-dynamite.com/fr/evene-
ments-du-labex/ecoles-dete/ecole-dete-2021/
Next event on 10th of November with a discussion 
around the documentary film of Rouba Kaedbey 
(CITERES) on the urbanization of Beirut (Lebanon).

-Senthil Babu from IFP engaged in a dialogue with 
Subramaniam, Professor, Homi Bhabha Centre for 
Science Education in Mumbai, on « Pedagogical 
Texts and Maths-Society Intersections in Pre-Colo-
nial South India », 30 September 2021.
YouTube link: https://youtu.be/Ivdm_wGX8eU

- Quentin Devers did a Conference talk at LAMO 
(Ladakh Art and Media Organisation) in Leh on A 
History of Ladakh through its heritage, in august.  

- Hélène Guétat-Bernard presented in august a 
paper to the 12th International Convention of Asia 
Scholars, ICAS, Kyoto, Japan, Kyoto Seika Universi-
ty, Humanities Across Borders - HaB, on  “the most 
urgent of revolutions:  the food issue as decol-
onization” followed by a discussion on “Caring 
through cooking the (wild edible) green vegetables 
(keerai): valuation of the women’s knowledge for a 
sustainable diet, the case of Tamil food culture of 
Pondicherry.

She also participated to the Round Table on Peda-
gogies of Intersectionality, organized there by Aarti 
Kawlra (Univ of Leiden, Netherlands), discussing 
“An intersectionality and pedagogical approaches 
of a socio-environmental tragedy and injustice: 
the “death of the rivers” in South Indian Deccan 
context.”

She also spoke at the colloque international 
organised by Agriville network on « Imaginer des 
évènements, fabriquer des modalités d’échang-
es, inventer des rapports aux connaissances pour 
penser et accompagner les transactions ville-cam-
pagne. Exemple de la plate-forme de réflexions et 
d’actions du « système alimentaire local de Pondi-
chéry, Inde » in June.

She did a presentation on « Initiatives 
agroécologiques et place des femmes en agricul-
ture au Nord et au Sud » at the Festival des solu-
tions fertiles, SOL (Alternatives Agroécologiques et 
solidaires), Paris in June.

- Bharat S. spoke about the challenges and prom-
ises of implementing metadata standards for the 
IFP’s diverse collections at the session ‘Ways of 
Seeing: An Archive Annotation Workshop’ the 
International Archives Week Milli Sessions Confer-
ence held from 7th-13th June, organised by the 
Milli Collective. He was also one of the organisers 
of the conference.

https://www.parislitup.com/projects
https://youtu.be/Nu74VxPFTRM
http://labex-dynamite.com/fr/evenements-du-labex/ecoles-dete/ecole-dete-2021/
http://labex-dynamite.com/fr/evenements-du-labex/ecoles-dete/ecole-dete-2021/
https://youtu.be/Ivdm_wGX8eU 
https://www.milli.link/posts/iaw-2021-day-4/
https://www.milli.link/posts/iaw-2021-day-4/
https://www.milli.link/iaw2021/
https://www.milli.link
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Upcoming conference talk

- Quentin Devers will present an online conference 
talk for the Société des Amis du Musée Guimet. 
Une Histoire du Ladakh à travers son patrimoine 
archéologique (https://www.amisdeguimet.com/
activites), 12/10/21.

  - Raphaël Voix will present a paper on « Bharata’s 
immortals. A Material Production of Egalitarian 
Pluralism in Contemporary Hinduism », at the 
international conference The language of things: 
Materiality as a fruitful lens in the Humanities, 
organized by the University of Vienna, 16th-18th 
december 2021.

- Raphaël Voix will participate in the organization, 
with the Jagiellonian University Institute for the 
Study of Religions and the SOAS Centre of Yoga 
Studies, of the international academic conference 
on « Yoga darśana, yoga sādhana. Methods, mi-
grations, mediations », on the 18-21 May 2022 in 
Krakôw. The conference website, including a link 
to the submission site and the call for papers, is 
here: https://ydys2022.org/

interventions in medias: Radio, France 
Culture

- David Picherit interview in Affaires en cours, June 
03, 2021.
“Chacun participe à la fascination collective envers 
les figures de brigands, bandits et mafieux” 
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/affaire-en-
cours/affaires-en-cours-du-jeudi-03-juin-2021

- David Picherit in Esprit de justice, September 22, 
2021.
Le mythe du bandit social.
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/es-
prit-de-justice/le-mythe-du-bandit-social

https://www.amisdeguimet.com/activites
https://www.amisdeguimet.com/activites
https://ydys2022.org/
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/affaire-en-cours/affaires-en-cours-du-jeudi-03-juin-2021 
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/affaire-en-cours/affaires-en-cours-du-jeudi-03-juin-2021 
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/esprit-de-justice/le-mythe-du-bandit-social
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/esprit-de-justice/le-mythe-du-bandit-social


OCTOBER 2021 PAGE | 45

PRESS

LE MONDE, June 17, 2021.
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2021/06/17/
dans-la-revue-terrain-les-brigands-et-la-puis-
sance-de-l-imaginaire_6084587_3232.html

LIBERATION, July 14, 2021.
Interview « Hors-la-loi. David Picherit : L’émerveil-
lement est une arme pour le brigand»
https://www.liberation.fr/idees-et-debats/david-
picherit-le-mythe-du-brigand-est-une-production-
collective-20210713_VMADG3CATRCTZBWP5MU-
CLH7LXE/

https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2021/06/17/dans-la-revue-terrain-les-brigands-et-la-puissance-de-l-imaginaire_6084587_3232.html 
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2021/06/17/dans-la-revue-terrain-les-brigands-et-la-puissance-de-l-imaginaire_6084587_3232.html 
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2021/06/17/dans-la-revue-terrain-les-brigands-et-la-puissance-de-l-imaginaire_6084587_3232.html 
https://www.liberation.fr/idees-et-debats/david-picherit-le-mythe-du-brigand-est-une-production-collective-20210713_VMADG3CATRCTZBWP5MUCLH7LXE/ 
https://www.liberation.fr/idees-et-debats/david-picherit-le-mythe-du-brigand-est-une-production-collective-20210713_VMADG3CATRCTZBWP5MUCLH7LXE/ 
https://www.liberation.fr/idees-et-debats/david-picherit-le-mythe-du-brigand-est-une-production-collective-20210713_VMADG3CATRCTZBWP5MUCLH7LXE/ 
https://www.liberation.fr/idees-et-debats/david-picherit-le-mythe-du-brigand-est-une-production-collective-20210713_VMADG3CATRCTZBWP5MUCLH7LXE/ 
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upcoming Event: ROUNDTABLE and PUBLIC 
DEBATE

Dr. Rémi de Bercegol will present his film “The 
people of Waste” (on site and streamed online):

- 25th of October 2021: in Hyderabad at Alliance 
Française;
- 5th of November 2021: in Mussorie for the 
Landour Lecture series; 
- 4th of December 2021: in Ahmedabad at Alliance 
Française

WATCH THE MOVIE

Supported by CNRS, together with Institut 
Français and AUF

upcoming Event

Senthil Babu in the Department of Social Sciences 
at the IFP will be part of the steering committee of 
the project The Water City: Political Epistemology 
of Hydrogeological Praxis, which is a new initiative 
of the Max Planck Partner Group Framework to 
study Venice as the water city in focus to reflect on 
the historical transformation of geo-environmental 
politics orchestrated by moving waters in history. 
It will be headed by Pietro Daniel Omodeo at the 
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. This is part of their 
ongoing collaboration in developing a programme 
in Political Epistemology and to construct a curric-
ulum with an emphasis on comparative historical 
studies in science and technology. In promoting 
a dialogue between archaeologists, geologists 
and historians of science, this project will study 
specific cases in the Italian, American and Indian 
landscapes. 

For further information, please see https://pric.
unive.it/projects/the-water-city/home#c5025 or 
write to senthil.babu@ifpindia.org

https://youtu.be/CwKGTFdLu1M
https://pric.unive.it/projects/the-water-city/home#c5025
https://pric.unive.it/projects/the-water-city/home#c5025
mailto:senthil.babu%40ifpindia.org?subject=
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upcoming Event: Ecological department

Research scholars from the Department of Ecology will be presenting papers in the upcoming 11th In-
ternational Conference on Ecological Informatics (ICEI 2021; icei2020+1 – icei2020+1 (iiitmk.ac.in))  or-
ganised by Digital University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, India, between 9th – 13th November 2021 
online.
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Of glass, skills and life: Craft consciousness among 
Firozabad’s glassworkers. CSH-IFP Working Papers 
n˚ 18, Institut Français de Pondichéry / Centre de 
Sciences Humaines, 2021, 35 p.
Full-text available at: https://hal.archives-ou-
vertes.fr/hal-03206522

Though so many women in India do wear the 
glass bangles from Firozabad, little is known 
about the daily life and subjectivities of the glass 
workers. This anthropological paper about Firoz-
abad’s glassworkers explains how their collective 
subjectivity, their craft consciousness has been 
shaped by their link to the glass, to the tool of 
production and its evolution, and by the city’s so-
cial and political context. The first part describes 
the technological and industrial evolution of the 
cluster, the second explains how the subjectivi-
ties of the glassworkers are shaped by their craft 
consciousness, itself based on the reproduction 
of the communities which have access to the 
skills, the last part analyses the relationship of the 
workers with exploitation, social struggles and 
the attempts of autonomy.

The Yoga of the Matsyendrasaṃhitā. A critical 
edition and annotated translation of chapters 1–13 
and 55. Edited by Csaba Kiss, Collection Indologie 
n° 146 / Haṭha Yoga Series n° 1, Institut Français 
de Pondichéry / Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient, 
2021, 608 p.

Price: 900.00 INR (32.00 EUR)

This volume presents the first critical edition, 
along with an English translation, of the core 
chapters of a Sanskrit work of perhaps the thir-
teenth century surviving in five nineteenth-centu-
ry witnesses: the Matsyendrasaṃhitā. The work is 
useful as a primary source for the history of yoga 
and the Śaiva religions: it reveals important links 
between the tantric cults of Kubjikā and Tripurā 
and early haṭhayoga. In addition, its frame-story 
(in chapters 1 and 55) relates a unique version of 
the yogin Matsyendra’s legend in which his disci-
ple Gorakṣa is a Chola king. The edition is brack-
eted by a detailed introduction and by detailed 
notes on the constitution of the text, as well as an 
annotated translation.

https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03206522 
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03206522 
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The Vārāṇasīmāhātmya of the Bhairavaprādur-
bhāva, A Twelfth-Century Glorification of Vārāṇasī, 
Peter Bisschop, Collection Indologie n˚ 148, 
Institut Français de Pondichéry / Ecole française 
d’Extrême-Orient, 2021, iv, 190 p.

Price: 500.00 INR (19.00 EUR)

The city of Vārāṇasī in North India is one of the 
most sacred Hindu places. Its unique location on 
the banks of the Gaṅgā adds to its special claims 
of holiness. These claims found expression in an 
extensive body of literature called Māhātmyas, 
texts composed in Sanskrit with the specific aim 
of promoting the “greatness” (māhātmya) of the 
town through the narration of tales of origin of 
individual sites. The present study presents a lit-
tle-known Vārāṇasīmāhātmya which has survived 
in a unique compendium of such Māhātmyas in 
a palm-leaf manuscript in Nepal. It contains a 
critical edition of the text with an introduction & 
annotated English synopsis. In making this mate-
rial available, this study aims to contribute to an 
understanding of the emplacement of Brahmani-
cal Hinduism, in particular Śaivism.

Vaiyākaraṇasiddhāntabhūṣaṇam. The Vaiyākaraṇasiddhāntabhūṣaṇa 
of Kauṇḍabhaṭṭa with the Nirañjanī commentary by Ramyatna Shukla 
and Prakāśa explanatory notes by K.V. Ramakrishnamacharyulu. Part III 
(Samāsaśaktinirṇaya). Critically edited by K.V. Ramakrishnamacharyulu, Col-
lection Indologie n˚ 149 / Shree Somnath Sanskrit University Shastra Grantha 
Series n˚ 7, Institut Français de Pondichéry/ Shree Somnath Sanskrit Univer-
sity/ Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient, 2021, xxxiii, 547 p. Price: 1400.00 INR 
(45.00 EUR)
The Vaiyākaraṇasiddhāntabhūṣaṇa, also known as the Vaiyākaraṇabhūṣaṇa, 
is a commentary on the great 17th-century grammarian Bhaṭṭoji Dīkṣita’s 
Vaiyākaraṇamatonmajjana, written by Bhaṭṭọji’s nephew Kauṇḍabhaṭṭa. It 
is one of the most important texts of the late Pāṇinian grammatical tradition 
on questions of semantics. The main intention of Kauṇḍabhaṭṭa’s commen-
tary is to refute objections raised by proponents of the two rival systems of 
Logic (Nyāya) and Exegesis (Mīmāṃsā) on various aspects of semantics, and 
to establish the Grammarians’ views on these subjects. The Vaiyākaraṇasid-
dhāntabhūṣaṇasāra, an abridged version of the Vaiyākaraṇabhūṣaṇa by the 
same author, is a popular work that was commented upon more than ten 
times. On the other hand, nobody so far has attempted to write a commen-
tary on the Vaiyākaraṇabhūṣaṇa itself. The present work contains the Vaiyā-
karaṇabhūṣaṇa along with a commentary called Nirañjanī by Pandit Ramyat-
na Shukla and explanatory notes (Prakāśa) by the editor. The edition was 
prepared by taking a 17th-century manuscript as a basis, and by comparing 
it with forty manuscripts from different parts of India, as well as with all four 
published versions, none of which can be regarded as a truly critical edition. 
The present volume contains the third part of the work, discussing the mean-
ing of Sanskrit compounds (samāsas).
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last PUBLICATIONS from IFP

BOOKS

MUTHUSANKAR G., LAKSHUMAN C. and NATE-
SAN U., 2021. Multi-Hazard Risk Assessment and 
Coastal Zone Management, Scholars’ Press, 132 
p., ISBN: 978-613-8-95455-2, URL: https://www.
scholars-press.com/#

PRAKASH V., 2021. Tirukkural- Paṉmuka Vācippu 
(2nd ed.), Parisal Putthaga Nilayam, Chennai, 310 
p., (Maatru 1st edition, 2009)

PROISY C., WALCKER R., BLANCHARD E., GAR-
DEL A. and ANTHONY E.J., 2021. Mangroves: a 
natural early warning system of erosion on open 
muddy coasts in French Guiana, In: Friess D. and 
Sidik F. (eds), Dynamic Sedimentary Environment 
of Mangrove Coasts, Elsevier, pp. 47-63,  ISBN: 
978-0-12-816437-2, https://doi.org/10.1016/
B978-0-12-816437-2.00011-2, URL: https://
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/
B9780128164372000112?via%3Dihub.

Special issues of journals

DAVID H. and DUQUETTE J. (eds), 2021. Na-
vya-Nyāya and Sanskrit Knowledge Systems (1400-
1900), Special Issue of Journal of Indian Philoso-
phy vol. 49.2 (April, 2021), Springer, Switzerland 
AG, p. 145-359, URL: https://link.springer.com/
journal/10781/volumes-and-issues/49-2.

SARODE D., VINOTH M., THIAGARAJAN S., M. N.D. 
and MUNUKUTLA S. (eds), 2021. Śāstramañjūṣā. A 
Peer Reviewed Online Journal in Sanskrit, Volume 
VII, issue 12, June 2021, ISSN 2348-8417. [E-jour-
nal], Central Sanskrit University, Kangra (H.P.), 
URL: https://sites.google.com/site/praachipraj-
naa/sastramanjusa.

book sections

SUBBARAYALU Y., 2020. The dynastic coins of 
early Tamilagam with special reference to  to the 
Chera coins, In: P.C. Reddy (ed.). Heritage of Indian 
History, culture and Archaeoloy : Festschrift to Dr. 
M.D. Sampath, B.R. Publishing corporation, Delhi, 
p. 475-480,  ISBN: 9789388789363, Link in HAL :  
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03356731. 

journal articles

ALAPPAT L., [et al.], ANUPAMA K., PRASAD S. and 
[et al.], 2021. Evidences of early to mid- Holocene 
land-sea interactions and formation of Wetlands 
of Central Kerala in the south west coast of India, 
Regional Studies in Marine Science, 48, https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.rsma.2021.102009, Link in HAL 
: https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03358242v1, 
URL: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/arti-
cle/abs/pii/S2352485521004011#! 

BARNAUD C., [et al.], MATHEVET R. and [et al.], 
2021. Is forest regeneration good for biodiversity? 
Exploring the social dimensions of an apparently 
ecological debate, Environmental Science & Pol-
icy, 120: 63-72, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envs-
ci.2021.02.012, URL: https://www.sciencedirect.
com/science/article/abs/pii/S1462901121000575#!

de BERCEGOL R., BON, B. & LEVT, K. (2020). In the 
shadow of the farmer-builders. Affordable housing 
on the outskirts of Indian cities. NAQD, 38-39, 267-
284, https://doi.org/10.3917/naqd.038.0267

BONDON R., MATHEVET R., MOUNET C. and 
CHAMAIILLÉ-JAMMES S., 2021. Passer les limites, 
rythmer le territoire. Paysage et mobilités du 
sanglier en Valbonnais (Isère, France) [Pass the 
limits, giverhythm to the territory. Landscape and 
mobility of wildboar in Valbonnais (Isère, France)], 
Géocarrefour [En ligne], 95 (4), DOI : https://doi.
org/10.4000/geocarrefour.16917, URL : http://jour-
nals.openedition.org/geocarrefour/16917.

CLAEYS P. and RICHARD-FERROUDJI A., 2021. 
Les expatrié·e·s face à leurs employé·e·s do-
mestiques à Pondichéry (Inde). Entre mater-
nalisme, libéralisme, racisme et solidarité, 
Revue internationale des études du dévelop-
pement, 246 (2021/2): 121-149, DOI : 10.3917/
ried.246.0121, URL: https://www.cairn.info/
revue-internationale-des-etudes-du-developpe-
ment-2021-2-page-121.htm.

DAVID H., 2021. Book review of T. Wada, Na-
vya-Nyāya Philosophy of Language (New Delhi, 
DK Printworld 2020), Bulletin de l’Écolefrançaise 
d’Extrême-Orient 106: 512-515, URL: https://pub-
lications.efeo.fr/en/livres/956_bulletin-de-l-ecole-
francaise-d-extreme-orient-106-2020.

https://www.scholars-press.com/# 
https://www.scholars-press.com/# 
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-816437-2.00011-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-816437-2.00011-2
URL: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780128164372000112?via%3Dihub
URL: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780128164372000112?via%3Dihub
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